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National Data (2015) — Distracted Driving

AL0% of Fatal Crashes

A15% of Injury Crashes

AL4% of ALL polieeported crashes

ACellphone use in 14% of all Fatal distracted driving

crashes



Crash Data - Underreporting

Most likely, there;aremaere
distracteddriving crashes thandhe
data shows.



Crash Data - Underreporting

ASelfreporting of negative behavior
AL evel of investigation

ASlow changes to Police Accident Report
(PAR)



Crash Trends in Georgia
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In 2015, 54% of vehicle deaths in Georgia
occurred in single-vehicle crashes.



Single Vehicle Crashes in Georgia

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017~

*1/1/2017 to 6/30/2017



Single Vehicle Crashes in Georgia

From January 1, 2013 to June 30, 2017

326,549 92,438 2,391

Crashes Injuries Fatalities




Distracted Driving Related
Single Vehicle Crashes

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017*

*1/1/2017 to 6/30/2017



Distracted Driving????

Other ContributingFactors in Single Vehicle Crashes 2@03 7

58,028
44,274
i 11,449
.

Wrong Side of Road Misjudged Clearance Reaction to Object or Animal Driver Lost Control

*1/1/2017 to 6/30/2017



Rear-end Collisions in Georgia
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Rear-End Collisions in Georgia

From January 1, 2013 to June 30, 2017

692,825 231,968 783

Crashes Injuries Fatalities




Distracted Driving Related Rear-end Crashes

13,473
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6,363
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Crashes Involving 15 to 25 Year Old Drivers

154,702

2013

157,160

2014

187,251

2015

191,276

2016

89,673

2017*

*1/1/2017 to 6/30/2017




Crashes Involving 15 to 25 Year Old Drivers

From January 1, 2013 to June 30, 2017

780,062 430,662 2,748

Crashes Injuries Fatalities




Distracted Driving Related Crashes Involving

15 to 25 Year Old Drivers

12,057 12,371
10,177
9,601
5,683

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017~

*1/1/2017 to 6/30/2017



What About the Rest of 20177
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Georgia’s A0-6-241
Distracted AM0-6-241.1
Driving Laws A0-6-241.2




Georgia’s Distracted Driving Laws

A40-6-241 c Driver to UserDue Gare
A No action which shall distract driver from safe operation (other than mobile phone)
AAl | ows for “proper use” (not defined)
A Up to $1000 fine, 3 points assessed

A40-6-241.1¢ CellphonerBan: 18 with|Slass-DiottinstiuetionRermit
A Emergency exceptions
A $150 fine, 1 point assessed
A $300 fine if involved in crash

A40-6-241.2¢c Cannat\Write,sSend; or READ«text hasedrcommuniecation

A Emergency exceptions
A $150 fine, 1 point



Problems with Georgia Distracted Driving Laws

ADifficult to enforce
AVi ol ator can point to emergency except

ADifficult to prosecute

A Prosecutor/Judge interpretation and/or willingness to prosecute

AGDSedzSe Ll NBvs fprl“pdoger ket ih2igsaot F2nNJ & LINE LJ
A<18 celliphoneban

A Cannot determine age of violator by visual observation

ATextingban (Read/\Write/Send)
A Solo patrol-visual observation attempts not safe
A Dual patrol-effective, but manpower intensive

A HighVisibility Enforcement detailseffective, but manpower intensive



DPS Recommendations

AHandsFreeLaw

A Easier to enforce
A Current law discourages enforcement
A Violator can simply say they were using the phone for voice call
A Prosecutors and Judges may not be inclined to prosecute the case for lack of evidence
A Mobile phone in hand = Violation

A More enforcement = Greater Deterrence

AUnmarketiPatrol Cars

A Easier to detect violators

A Special Details are difficult to resource
A Few unmarked vehicles availablassigned to Managers/Investigators
A Manpower intensive

A More enforcement = Greater Deterrence

A Amend 401-7 and 408-91 to modify the requirement for marking of patrol vehicles and top
mounted blue lights



Effectiveness of Hand’s Free Law

A15 States have some variation of haimeld ban

AEvidence that leads to changes in behavior
A1 study showed use was reduced from 28k 7 years after law enacted

AHigh visibility enforcement that was publicized reduced rate of hand
held conversations by 57% in Hartford, CT

ASuccessful Traffic Safety CampaighsThr ee E” appr oa

AEnact law
AEducate the public
ARigorously Enforce the law



DPS Initiatives

ADPS Strategic PlarFY2018 Update

A Colonel McDonough has prioritized distracted driving enforcement

Alncluded a new strategy for goals of reducing traffic fatalities and crashes for
FY2018

Strategy
arleryn © Nidrhctedbdriving-enforeementfrom: 14,000 rdistracted
driving contacts 40’20,000-eontacts by Decemberr31)@3¢20




DPS Enforcement Statistics

DPS Distracted Driving
Arrests

|||||Iii|||||

2014

2015 2016

DPSWorked
DistractedDriving Crashes

957
449
IIIIIiiiIIIl

2014 2015 2016




DPS Enforcement Statistics

DPS Distracted Driving
Warnings

10,800

3,741
1

2014 2015 2016

DPS Distracted Driving Citations
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FACTORS REPORTED IN FATAL CRASHES IN GEORBIA)2013

Distracted Driving
6%

Speeding/Too Fast For Conditions
10%

All other
75%
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